CHAPTER XXXI

ANNA MARK LUDOVICA

("THE LAST OF TIIL MEDICI")

Born 1667  Died 1743

THE Electress Anna Maria Ludovica was seventy years old
when her brother Gian Gastone died. Married at twenty-four
to the Elector Palatine of the Rhine, she had filled an im-
portant position for twenty-six years up to the time of his
death and her return as a widow to live with her father
Cosimo. And during those years she had shown heiself to be
a woman of unusual ability. After her father's death she had,
during the fourteen years of her brothel's reign, lived more
or less in retirement, not being on good terms with him, and
feeling shame at the degradation into which he sank during
the latter part of his reign Endowed with more energy and
force of character than either of her brothers, she had ruled
well during the few years that her father had left the govern-
ment in her hands, notwithstanding that she was considerably
handicapped by the style of administration which he had
established. As the result of her satisfactory control of affairs
she had seen herself earnestly desired by the people of Tus-
cany as their future ruler, and had seen a decree passed by
the Florentine Senate assuring the throne to her on her
brother's death; and she had also seen that decree spurned
and over-ridden by the chief powers of Europe, herself and
her ancient family insulted, and the independence of her
country trampled upon. She was now to see the final stage
in that process, and the inauguration of a foreign rule over
Tuscany; even the promise that in any new government estab-
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